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ATIO®AZH TOY AIKAZTHPIOY
e 131 TovMov 1993 *

Ztnv v6Beon C-330/91,

7ov éyeL o aviixelpevo aftnon tov Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of
Justice of England and Wales Qog t0 AtaotiQlo, ®ot’ e@oguoyiv tov debgov
177 g SuvBrinng EOK, pe tnv omofa Tnteltor, 010 mhololo g SLoipods o
ennQepEl EVATLOV TOV auTtotvVTog dnaoTtnelov petagd

The Queen

HOL
Inland Revenue Commissioners, ex parte: Commerzbank AG,

1 £%8001 TEOSKACTIXTG ATOPAOENS WG TTEOG TNV sguNVeEla Twv deBowv 5, 7, 52
%o 58 g ZuvBixng EOK,

TO AIKAZTHPIO,

ovyxe(uevo omd toug G.C. Rodriguez Iglesias, mQ6e0Q0 TWHUOTOS #OL JTTQOE-
doetovro, M. Zuleeg now J.L. Murray, mogdgoug turjuatos, G.F. Mancini,
R. Joliet, F.A. Schockweiler, J.C. Moitinho de Almeida, F. Grévisse uou
D. A. O. Edward, duxa.0Tég,

vevirog eloayyeléag: M. Darmon
vooppotéos: H. A. Riihl, #6glog vrdAAnhog drowmrjoew,

AopPavovTog VI TIS YOOTTES TOQOTNQTOELS OV nOTEDECOV:

— 1 Commerzbank AG, ewsgoommotpevn omé tovg Gerald Barling, QC, non
David Anderson, barrister, wg evtolodéyovg Tov Stephen Kon, solicitor,

* Thhooa Sraduootag: 1) ayyAud.
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— 1 KuPégvnon vov Hvopévov Baothelov, exmpocwmotpevy omé tov John Col-
lins, Assistant Treasury Solicitor, emxovgodpevo amé Tovg Alan Moses, QC, %L
Derrick Wyatt, barrister,

— 1 Emrgoni) twv Evgonaindv Kowvotijtwv, exrgocwmodpuevy o tov Tho-
mas Cusack, vouxé odpfovlo,

€xovtog voyn v €xbeon angootrlov,

Aol GuovoE T TQOYOoQIrES TaQuTEYioels Tng Commerzbank AG, g Kufeo-
vijoeng tov Hvopévou Baothelov o tng Emttgomnijs #atd ) ouvedplaon g
2015 Iavovapiov 1993,

Aoy GuovoE TOV YEVIXG elooyyeléa Tou avémtuEe TG TQOTACELS TOU ROt )
ovvedplaon g 17mg Magtlov 1993,

exdldel Ty anéhovon

Andpaon

Me Sudtaln g 1215 Amgihov 1991, mov meouiilOe oto AooTHQLO OTiC
18 Aexgufiolov 1991, to Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice of
England and Wales (ovo e&rig: High Court) vnéBole, nat’ epaguoyi tov dobgov
177 wng 2uvBijnng EOK, €vo meodinaonnd epdtnua wg meog Ty eguivele. Tmv
dratdEemv Tng Zuv0ung auTHg OXETKRG e TO SIHAIORE EYHATO.OTAOENS %OL TV
amay6gevon dwonploewv ASym Bayevelag.

To ggwrijpata avtd avéxvipay oto whafoo duapoeds peTa&d g etarglog yeo-
Hovino0 durxalov Commerzbank (oto eric: Commerzbank), wov £x8L v €900 TG
ot I'esguavia, %o tov Inland Revenue Commissioners (0t0 &Eijg: @oQoloyuxt
drolunom) oxetind pe tig modmobécels emBolis Twv péewY Tov TEOPAETOVTaL
a6 Tov Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 (vépo tou 1988 meol pégov &i-
0OOMUATOG %Ot POQOV ETOLQLDYV).

Ta notwTéew exTIOEUEVH TIQOAYILOTIXNG TEQLOTATING TQORVTTOVV 0rd T1) Si6TaEn
mel TaQAITONITTC.
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H Commerzbank St00éter oto Hvopévo Boofhewo vmonratdotnpo, PEOw TOU
omolov yoefiynoe ddvewa oe dudpogeg etalgles Twv Hvopévoy TToMtewdv omo
10 1973 éw¢ 10 1976. Ent Toov e1omooxféviov amd mg eTonQles autés TORMY 1
Commerzbank xatéBoie oto Hvwpévo Baolhewo 6o tpovg 4 222 234 hodv
oteghvdv (UKE).

>t ovvéyewe 1 Commerzbank Lfjtnoe omé 0 @ogohoyurr dlofunon v em-
0TQOPT TOV TOCOT AVTOV pE TNV owtiohoyle 6T oL Té*OoL ool OtaALGCoOVTOY
oto Hvopévo Boofhewo duvdper tov Gebgov XV tng Zupfdoeng g 208
Avyototov 1946 petofd ng KuPegvijoewg tov Hvopévou Baotkeiov g
Meyéine Boetoviag xow g Boépewog Ighavdiag xar tng KufBegvijoewg twv
Hvopévay ToMteidv tg Apeguhic Yo Tnv asoguyy g duthig pogoioylag
%ow TV TEOMYT} TS oEodLopUYTlS WS TEROG ToV PO ersodripatog (S.R. & O.
1946 agi8. 1327), 6mog Tgomomotidnxre pe [owtéxnorho g 201 Semtepfolov
1966 (S.1.1966 0.,010. 1188). H didtokn avt mgoPrémel, x0T’ ovoiov, OTL OL %0TO-
BalAopevor amé opegurovint etonglo. T6xoL pogoroyotvror oto Hvwpévo Bool-
Aeto pévov 6tov notopdrihovron oe etongles Tov Hvmpévou Baothelov 1) oe etat-
oleg mov &xouv T ogoloyinsy tovg €da oto Hvopévo Baoliewo. Katd
ouvémela, emeldi 1 Commerzbank dev éxer T @ogohoyunti g £€8ga oto Hvo-
névo Boothelo, Tng emectodpn o ayeewotitwg xataAN0el pogog.

Se oxfon pe TV emorgopy ovti, | Commerzbank emxoAEoON1E TNV EVEQYETIXY
dLdTakn Tov doBgov 825 Tov Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988. To doBpo
ovt6 ogitel ta eErig:

«1. To moQév Gobgo eqoguotetar otlg andhovbeg notaBorés mTov mEOyUATO-
TOLOVTOL TTQOC piaL eTaugior xoTd. TN dudgxero g hoylotinig Xoews xaTd. TNV
omolo. 1 evougio. efye v £80a g oto Hvouévo Baothewo (...):

o) ETLOTEOYT| TOV POQOV ETOURLDY OV ROTOPAON*E Ome TNV eTouQlol xaTd 1)
dudorero. g hoylomrig avtig xeroewg (...):

2. Me Vv em@OAoEn TV ETOUEVOV TO.QAYQAPMV TOV TAQOVTOG d.oBgov, dtov
1 weoPBAemuevy) amd To TaRGV debgo xatafol vipovg TovhdxloTov 100 UK£
moaryporomoteltal omd pogohoywt] oy 1 embewenti) dddexa piveg neTd.
AopBovopevn vméyr nuegopunvia, To TOo6 TG *aTafolg nQOooaVEGVETAL,
duvdper Tov TaEGVTOS GEBQOV, %ATE. TOC6 AOAOTUEVO “ermAEOV EMLOTQEPS-
LEVo 71006”, (00 7TQOE TOV T6%O €l TOU ®oTAFaALOEVOY 00OV, O ogtofog vIo-
Moy(Cetan Baoe etnolov emtoniov 8,25 % (...).»
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H Commerzbank Tijtnoe amé ) pogoloyint] dtolxnon Ty xotafoli Tov ev Aéym
EMUTAEOV EMOTQEPOPEVOY TTOOOT- %OLTE. TOUG VIOAOYIOUOTS T1)g ETONQLUC outi|g,
1 ®QOCUVENCT avegySTav 010 71006 Twv 5 199 258 UKE.

H ¢pogohoyunij Srolunon amégoupe v altnon tng Commerzbank e Ty ortioho-
ylo 6t 1 gTonglo. awth Oev elxe v £€8ga tng oto Hvwpsévo Baolhero. Katémv
avtoy 1 Commerzbank doxnoe aywyy evdmov tov High Court »ow Eftnoe tov
EAEYXO VOLLUOTNTOG TNG OOQOWETINNG aVTHg CIOpEoENCS, woyueLtépevn 6t 1
dovnon xataforis g meooauEioewg oug etawgles wov dev Exouv TV £dga
Tovg 010 Hvwpévo Baolhelo ouviotd meQLogLotd Tov SIXOLDILUTOS EYRUTUOTE-
oeng ®aBdg nat éupecn duanglon Adyw tBayevelag, 0ol oL TEQLIcOTEQES CITd
g OvySpeveg eToupleg elvar airodamée.

To High Court €xguve avoyrofo vo vmofdlel meodnaotins eQmdINUO WC TOGC
TV egunvela Twv 6By 5, 7, 52 %al 58 tng ZuvOijune.

To moduaocund avté egdnua el wg ek

<Orov

i) pla grawgla sov €xel ovotabel ®oTd o Stnao ngdrovg uéhove, 6To omolo
€xeL naL TV ®UQLo. eyraTdoTOOoN TG, aonel QUOTNQLOTTES PECW VITOROTO-
otijrortdg Tng oe OelteQo #Qdtog HEhoG:

ii) Tnretvon amwd v evouglo. v xovafdrer P60 oto Sev¥TEQo CUT6 %QETOC
HEAog eml oQLopévav xeeddv amd T SQuoTELETHTA TOU VIOHOTAOTHUATOG,
n d¢ gvouglo navafdilel tov 6o ovTEV-

iii) o ev A6yw @béoog dev opelhetal navovind, ov VITEQ THG ETAUQLUC LOXVEL Ot~
Aayip duvaper ovpfdoeng meel amopuyig g SuiMig (pogoioylog ov-
vogBeloag petagd Tov SeuTtéQov RQATOVS HENOVS %aL TElTNg XMEOS, 1 Omolo:
nalUzTer TG etougleg sov dev £xovv v Waytvela Tou devtéov HpdToUug
HéLovug ovte €xouv T Pogoroyry Toug £8ga. evidg awToU:
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iv) m evouglo. Tmrel vo toyer Tng amarloyhs oUTHG %Ol ENLTUYXAVEL TV EfL-
0TEOWT| TOU OXENOTHTOG ®oTOfANOEVTOg Pégov:

v) 1 vopoBeolo. Tov devtégov xgdtous uéhovg moofAémer amolnuiwon V6
RoQQT %aTafoMg TOXRWY (RANOTUEVT “EMITAEOV ETLOTREPOUEVO TOTE™), OV 1
gronglo oty omole EMIOTQEPETOL O OXQEWATHTMG natofAn6els @bégog &lxe
%0T6, TO QLOYO YQOVIHG SidoTnpo TNV €800 TNg 0TO 1QGTOg PENOG CWTO:

vi) 1 eTonglo tnrel v #nataBolt] Tov enWTAEOV ETOTEEPOUEVOY TTOCOT, QD TO
yeyovég 6w dev elye Ty €300, TG 00 &V AGYw %QdTOg uéhog naxd to %ef-
OO XQOoVird didoTnua.

vii) 1O de0TEQO %QATOS WENOS aEVElTAL YO TOV AGYO 0uT6 VO %xaTAPdAEL TO €T~

AoV moa6 oty exaglo.

avuBalvel 1 dovnon Tov deutéQov %EETOVS HELOUS VO notofdler oty evoiglo
10 emmAéov 006, Ue TNV cuTohoylo 6t 1) etonglo dev €xeL Tyv £6Qa TG OTO
%QGTOg OUTO, QOGS TO KOWOTIKG Bixnono, oL eWddTEQO MQOG Ta. GeBa. 5,17,52
smc 58 g SuvBrung EOK; ‘Eyer onuaocta to 611 1 evougio dev Oa erdyyove
amodayig amé tov pégo (omdte dev o eTiBeto BEpo EmLOTQOPTiS TOV YOOV
%0, EMOPEVIE, ROTOPOMIG ToU emmAdov mooov), av gixe TV €dgo TG OO
%#QdT0g PELOG QUTO»

SV éubeon) angoatnglov ovarmtiooovion S1eEodnds To TQOYRATIAG. TIEQLOTOL-
Tré g woQLag Slxng, M epaQUOTOpUEYH QUOMON %aBDG Kow OL YQUTITES JTaQa-
efoels mou natoTédnuav oto Awootiglo. Ta otouglo avtd g duoyoapiog
dev emavoAUBAEVOVTaL ROTOTEQW, TT0QE POVO XABOCOV OITOUTEITAL Lol T OUMA-
hoylotxt tov Awootnelov.

An6 v eEStoom Tou Qonéhov mEoxrTeL 6TL TO EBVIRO SaoTNHELO, UE TO TTQO-
duaotnd sodtnua. wov vnéfale, eQwTd, TQEMTOV, HOTA TOCOV TO. dgBoa
52 no 58 g Suverng xodg xow o Gebga 5 non 7 emteémouv ot vopobealo,
%QGTOVG UEAOUG VO TE0QEYEL TY) SuvaToTNTO. OvaLNTHOEmS TQOCAVENUEVOV TWV
POV OV #OTOPEANOUY aYQEWOTHTMG OL ETOLQLES TTOU £XOVV T OQOAOYINT
ToUg €800, EVTOE TOU %QATOVG OUTOD HOL VO PNV TTOQEXEL TNV {dta duvardrTa
oTic ETONQlEC OV £YOUV TN POQOAOYWH TOs £d0a. 08 Ghho xQdTog pélog xol,
devTEQOV, %OTE, TGOOV TO CVOTNUO. GVTO GUVETAYETOL OUOUEVT| dudngLom maed.
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TO YeYovég OtL 1 amalhayi] omé Tov p6Qo, otV omole opelleTaL 1) EFLOTQOPH,
LOYOEL HOVO YLoL TG ETALQ(ES TTOU Oev £XOUV T1) PogoloyLxT} TOUg 800 08 CVT6 TO
nQATOGS HENOG.

‘Onwg €yeL 10N nolver 10 Aaotigo pe v amépoon g 28ng Iavovaplov
1986, 270/83, Emtpomij #atd. F'alllog (Zvhhoyii 1986, 0. 273, ouéyn 18), 1} ehev-
Beola eyrataoTdoewg, mov ovayvwellel To 6eBQo 52 GToUg VINUEOUS TWY %O~
TOV pehdV nor M omolo. GUVETAYETUL YV AUTOUG TNV avEAI KoL dounon pun
Hobwtdv dgaotmalotitwy vid T (dreg mootmodioels e exelvec mwov xabo-
olCer m vopoBeolo Tov %QATOUG MENOUC EYHOTUOTACEMS YO TOVC SIXOUC TOU
vanxréovg, meQuhapfdvel, obppova pe To 600 58 g Zuvliung, yLo. TIg £TdlL-
leg mwov €xouvv ovotalel olppmva pe ) vopodeole evos rQAToue PEAOUC KoL
€XOUV TNV XATOOTATIXY TOUg €3Qa, TV %eveowd] toug Stolxnon M Ty %voLol
gyrataotaot} tovg eveds g Kowdmrag, to dumalmpa va aoxodv w1 Spootn-
QUOTNTA TOVG 0TO OWrel0 %QATOG UEAOG NECW VIOROTACTAUOTOS ¥ TQAXTOQEOV.
2o mhalolo ot TEETEL Vo, TOVIOTEL, 600V 0oQd. TIG ETOLQLEC, 6TL 1) 800, TOUC
V6 TV weoavapeplelca Evvola xenouedel, 6rtws 1 OAYEVELD. Y10 TO PUOLKG,
7TEOCWTA, OTOV TTROOOLOQLONS TG GVVOEGTIS TOUG pe TOV Evvoun TAEY evég QG-
Toug. Me v (Sl ambépaon, to Amaotijglo katéinge 6ti to vo. yiver dextéd 6
TO #QATOG UEAOG EYHATUOTAOEWS TOQEl ehet0eQa Vo, TEoPalvel 08 SLapoQETT]
petoxeloron Aoyw #ar pévov tov yeyovétog 6T 1 £8ga g etonglog Poloxeton
oe Mo nQdrog péLog Bal aporQovoE 0ts T SLATAEN CUTH TO TEQLEXGIEVS TG,

Emfong, amé  vopohoylo tou Atxaomelov (amépaon tng 12ng defoovagiov
1974, 152/73, Sotgiu, Zvlhoyi| 1974, o. 87) mooxnumtel 6Tt oL navéves megl (ong
nerayelgloewg amoayoevovy Oy uévov g epgpovels Sronglosig Adyw Wayevelag
1 €dgag Twv evougudy, ol non #aBe cuyrexalvppivy popy Somgloswe 1
omolo, pe v epaguoyii GAlwv xguimelwv dtomploems, xataAfjyer otV wEEEN
oto (B0 amotéleopo.

Emfdaeron ovvapdgs 1 segatijenon 6w, xaltol epagroleton aveEagritog Tg
€dgog g evouglag, To %EITHELO TG VIAQEE®S PoOLoYLRTC £0pag eviog TG
ETIHQATELNG HQATOUG NEAOUG Yol TN X0Q1YNO01 TG TUXOV TTROCaVEHOEWMS TV
EMOTEENTEWY  0XQEWOTTRG *ataPAnBévimv @ogmv evdéxetor vo  omwofel
nuglwg &g fAeog Twv eTaugudy TTov £XouV TV Edoa Tovg o8 GANG HQATY PEAN.
ZuyxrenQipéva, ot etaugles autég £xouvv ouviidwg T pogoloyixri Tovg £dga extée
TG EMHQATELNG TOV gV AGY® #QATOVE péAOUG,

1-4043



16

17

18

19

20

21

ATIO®ATH g 13.7. 1993 — YIIOOEZH C-330/91

IToog Suwouoh6ynon g emipayng owy xielo dlxn dtotaEemg TOv €OVIHOY
dwatov, 1 Kvpéovnon tov Hvwpévov Baothelov woyveiletar 6t oL eToiQleg o
omoleg dev fyouv Ty £800. Tovg oto Hvopsvo Baotheto, #ou oL omoleg Polono-
vton esopévag oe Béom 6poo. e avth otV ool Belonetar 1 Comimerzbank, 6t
névo dev veplotavror Suopevi] SidxgLon amd To wybov oto Hvouévo Bootheto
ooloyIné xabeotdg, oAMG Poloxovion ot movopaxrt BEom. ZuyHeERQUIEVQ,
ATOAGOO0OVTOL a6 TOV POQO TTOV OPEAOUV HOVOVIXG OL ETALQLES TTOV éxouv
v €800, Toug ovo Hvmpévo Baolhero. Yo mig ouvBiines ovtés, dev umopel va
viver A6yog Yo, Suopevi| S1ExQLeT WG QOGS TO ENWTAEOV ETILOTQEPOUEVO 710006: oL
gTonpleg mov éxovv Tnv £dgo. Toug oto Hvopévo Boothelo vronevtor og SLogpo-
et MeToxElLon amd awtég Tou dev Exouv TNV £8Qa TOVG 0TO Hvopévo Bootl-
Aewo Si6TL, wc mEog TV emPBoly Tov Pégov eTouQLbV, Pelonovtor oe duagoge-
TEUT) HOTAOTOON.

H emiysionuoroloylo ot dev pmogel vo. yiver 6exti.

AGtaEn eBvixod diofov, 6mwg 1) emlpoyn, OUVemdyeTal Gvion petoyelolon.
ITodypatt, epdoov pla etaigio mov dev el tnv €800 TG 0T0 ®QATOC OUTO OTE-
QelToL TOV dHoUDUATOS TTQOCAVENCEMS TOV EMLOTQENTEOY OYQEWOTHTMWG HATO-
PANOEvTog 6OV, To omofo xognYeElTaw 08 xGBe TEQITTWON OTLS _eTonQleg mwov
&youv TNV £8Q0: TOUG 0TO UQATOG OUTO, TTEQLEQYETOL OE duopevr| polpa oe oygon
Ue TIg TEAEVTOLES.

To yeyovég 6m 1 asarhoyt] omé tov péo, otV omola opelheTon 1) EmIOTQOWPT],
Loy 0EL LOVO YLO. TIG ETONQLES TTOV dEv €xouv TNV £8Q0 TOVG OTO EV MOy npdTog
dev ImOQEL VO SIHOLOAOYOEL TOV HOVGVO. TTeQl OTTOXAELOUOT O EXel vevind
yoeoxTiga. Emopuévag, o #avovog outis CUVEmAYETOL duopevr| dudnoLon.

Me Bdon wig moomogoreBeloeg onépels, empPdiieron vo doBel 1 amdvinon oto
£Ovind Sunaotholo 6Tt T dBea 52 wou 58 g Suvlixne dev emTEEmOVY 0T
vopoBeolo. ®QETOUS PEAOVS VO TTOQEXEL T1 OUVOTOTYTO, avol1THoews TQOCOVE-
HEVOV TOV POV TV £X0VV RoTOPANEL 0{QEDOTHTMG OL £ToNQlES TTOV £YOUV T
@ogoloywrij Toug €dgal eVIOg TOV *QATOUS QUTOU %O VO UV TTOQEXEL TNV (Ola
Suvorémyta oTig £ToNQlEg OV EXOVV TN (pogoloywi Toug £6Qa oF GAho npdtog
uéhog. To 6w oL tehevtaies awtég etongleg dev Ba aOANGOCcOVTOY OTt6 TOV
6o, OV giyav TV £dga. Tovg 0TO *kQETOG OVTO, dev aonel eV TQOREWEVMD ETTLQ-

Qori.
Enedn ulo vopoBeoio 6mog 1 emiiayn oto FAAlo0 Thg S10.poQag TNg “HVQLUG
diung avuPalver mEog Ta GeBQa 52 %o 58 g Zuvorrng, mogéhxer n eEétoon

TOV %Ot OGOV 1 vouoBeola ot efvor COppwYY 1Qog Tol (oA 5 %aL 7.
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Exi tov dwaotixdy sE6dwv
Ta €808u ota ogofo. viroBAOnxay 1 KuBégvinon tov Hvopévov Baothelov xau
1 Emtrgom twv Bvgonaindv Kowotitwy, oL ontoles ®atébeaav maootnoiioels
0t0 Atxaot1olo, dev amodidovial. Aedopgvou 6tL 1 magovoa Stadimaclo Exel
g FQOG TOUG OLadlHOUg TNG UBQELUG SIS TOV XUQUATIQC. TUQEUTILTOVIOE FTOY

avERVPE EVOTLOV TOV eBVIn0T SraoTtnQlov, 0° auTé EVUTGHELTAL VO, ATTOpovOEel
enl Tov dnaotmdv sEGdwv.

T Toug Abyoug avtorg,

TO AIKAZTHPIO,

#QLvovTag £l TOV £QWTOTOG TTOU TOV ViEode pe Sudtakn g 12ng Amothiov
1991 wo Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice of England and Wales,
aropalvetal:

To doboa 52 xo 58 Tng Zuvbijuig dev emtgénovy o1 vopolesio xodrovg pé-
Aovg vo magéyer T duvarétnte avalntijcens TQosaVENIEVOY TV QoMY TTOV
éxovv notofidher oxgemonijTog oL erarpisg oV £0VV T @ogoloyrif Tovg £dpa
EVIOG TOV %QATOVS 0VTOU %o Vo ujv TTeéxet TV idta SuvorétnTe oTIg sTOngiES
7OV £Y0VV TN ogohoyixi] Tovs £dga. ot dAho xgdtog péhog. To 6Tt ot tehevToisg
avtég erougiss dev 0o amadrdosovray amé Tov @ogoe, av sixay Ty 500 Tovg 6To
#Qdrog 0vT6, dev aoxel ev mooxenéve empgo].

Rodriguez Iglesias Zuleeg Murray Mancini

Joliet Schockweiler Moitinho de Almeida Grévisse Edward

AnpootetOnue oe dnudoro. ouvedglaon oto AovEepfoitoyo ong 13 Iouilov 1993,

O Toappatéog O TIgoedgedwv
J.-G. Giraud G. C. Rodriguez Iglesias

npbedgog Tipatog
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