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Summary

The set of Community agricultural statistics built up piecemeal over the last 30 years has served and
continues to serve well. in order to follow the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, a screening of
agricultural statistics has been carried out under the 1989-1992 statistical programme zi). As a result
of this operation it is possible to identify those improvements and advantages which can be obtained
from a restructuring which, white conserving the main part, would

0] achieve economies by rationalisation, by pruning and by a more flexible approach
(i) take account of new priorities and new information needs.

Following the framework programme for priority actions in the field of statistical information 1993 to
1997 (@) the present draft Council decision sets down the areas where economies are to be sought and
those where strengthening is needed. It provides a management framework for implementing changes
and sets out the principles governing the changes. It provides a mechanism for continuing adaptation
as circumstances change. It ensures that the statistical services of the Member States are closely
involved in the planning of the tasks they will carry out. The procedures proposed will also facilitate
integration of this sector planning in overall statistical planning.

The needs for action

1. The importance of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) lead to the development by Eurostat
in the 60's and 70's of numerous statistical applications. Many were covered by Council legal
instruments. Others are based on "gentleman's agreements". These met and continue to meet
the considerable needs of the CAP for statistics to support its current management and to
prepare and monitor its evolution.

2. Each of the applications has been kept up-to-date in the face of changes in the sector
concerned. However the need for more fundamental revision has made itself increasingly felt
in recent years. There are seven main issues:

0] the progressive enlargements of the Community (and the prospect of further
enlargement) have made inappropriate some aspects of most applications, either in
their general approach or in their details. There are new agricultural situations, new
statistical situations and so greater diversity also.

(i) The passing of time has seen substantial changes in agricultural situations and in
statistical technology affecting the way data can be collected.

() Council Resolution of 19 June 1989 (OJ No. C/161 of 26 June 1989)
(2) Gouncil Decision 93/464/EEC (OJ No. L 219 of 28 August 1993)
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iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

As the problems which policies have to adress have changed so have the
information requirements. The reform of the Common Agricultural Policy and the
increased recognition of the impact of agricultural policies on other areas (future of
the rural world, environment etc.) require changes and dzvelopments in the
information furnished by agricultural statistics applications.

National administrations everywhere are under pressure to make economies; also
national statistical services. In choosing where to make economies statistical
managers look with an increasingly critical eye at the mass of community agricultural
statistics. To meet the many new needs where Community and national interest
coincide they transfer resources away from agricultural statistics seen as already
over-endowed, inefficient and not a national priority. There is a danger that the
quality of Community agricultural statistics deteriorates.

The Agricultural Statistics applications were developed piecemeal, each meeting
clear needs in a particular area regarded at the time as not overlapping with other
applications. However the lack of integration into a unified coherent structure has
become increasingly seen as leading to waste.

In recent years Eurostat has built up various other sectors of statistics. The gap
between agricultural statistics and other sectors is now much less. This facilitates
the balanced integration of agricultural statistics within the general community
statistical system which is now necessary.

The management of the European Statistical Information System has been
structured and formalised in recent years. There is integrated programme planning
as well as regular consultation procedures with Member States' statistical services.
These services carry out almost all the data collection required by the Community
programme (which overlaps with national programmes). For agricultural statistics
there is heavy invoivement of agricuitural ministries as data suppliers and users.
The efficient and transparent management of this strongly subsidiarised system
needs to include a formal mechanism which both specifically involves agricultural
statisticians and also fits into overall statistical planning.

Exploration of the problem

3. The Commission has carried out a detailed review of the existing agricultural statistics
applications in the light of current information requirements. This review, complemented by
informal discussions with Member State agricultural statisticians, has allowed the following
conclusions to be reached '

(i)

(i)

the resource demands which current applications make on Member States can be
reduced by

- rationalisation

- allowing Member States more flexibility (within a controlled framework) on
how data are collected

- concentrating resources on the most important phencmena

- reducing coverage of-items which now have less importance.
Specific areas have been identified where there is potential for such savings.
Careful planning is needed however to ensure (a) that any quality reductions are

minimised and are acceptable given the use which will be made of the data, (b) that
the "acquis communautaire" is not endangered.
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(iii) There are areas where there are new or reinforced information needs for Community

agricultural statistics.

(iv) The process of restructuring Community Agricultural Statistics, of adaptation of

W)

national systems and of developing new tools will not be easy. Community financial
support will facilitate the necessary changes.

The aim has to be not to revolutionise the current system but to improve it by
appropriate adaptations, reductions and extensions.

The solution pro oséd

4. This Council decision

fixes the work areas in which improvements are to be sought, and the principles governing
those improvements;

establishes a mechanism for implementing the improvements which ensures appropnate
involvement of all those concerned,;

provides measures to facilitate the small changes necessary in the speciﬁcati‘on of
community requirements and in national systems for meeting those requirements;

allows adaptation to take account of evolving circumstances.

It thus provides the tools for tackling the various issues requiring action set out in paragraph 2.



Forslag till radets
beslut om f3rbéttring av gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik

EUROPEISKA UNIONENS RAD HAR ANTAGIT DETTA BESLUT

med beaktande av Fordraget om uppréittandet av Europeiska gemenskapen, sérskilt artikel 43 i detta,

med beaktande av kommissionens ftirslag1 .

med beaktande av Europaparlamentets yttrandez,

med beaktande av ramprogrammet for prioriterade atgérder for statistisk 1993—1 9973, sérskilt artikel 4 a
i detta, och

med beaktande av foljande:

Syftet med ramprogrammet 1993-97 &r att battre utnyttjia de resurser som &gnas at jordbruksstatistik
genom att genomféra aesultaten av den "6vervakningsverksamhet" som utférdes under det féregdende
statistiska programmet".

Genom denna dvervakningsverksamhet har huvudkannetecknen hos de férandringar som krdvs inom
gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik identifierats.

Bland dessa kdnnetecken finns de huvudomraden som galler méjliga besparingar och nya eller ter
aktuella behov. Ndmnda férandringar bdr motsvara de 6verenskomna allménna principerna.

Anpassningar p4 det nationella planet maste samordnas och f8ljas pA gemenskapsniva for att sikerstéila
att

i) uppgifterna &r tillrackligt tillf6rlitiga p& den n itionella nivan och ja‘mfbrbara ldnderna emellan,
ii) méjliga nédvandiga andringar i rdets lagstiftning i god tid kan identifieras, férberedas och

féreslds av kommissionen samt dessutom kommissionens beslut som avser genomférande av
detaljer i rddets lagstiftning kan tas i god tid,

iii) olika mediemsstaters metodologiska undersdkningar om effektiva sétt att moéta de nya
informationsbehoven &r komplementdra och uttémmande,

iv) planeringen av nationella atgarder tar tiliboriig hansyn till det kollektiva gemenskapsintresset,

V) gemens! :pens ekonomiska resurser till stéd fér detta program utnyttjas sé effektivt som mdjligt.

Denna samordning uppnas bast genom att f6lja en formeli struktur som gér det méjligt att gemensamt
dverviga tekniska begransningar och preferenser samt traffa val som tar hinsyn bade till nationella
intressen och gemenskapsintressen. Det mdste tas hdnsyn till det allminna resultatet av detta
gemensamma val vid statistikens framtidsplanering som varje &r skall granskas av Kommittén for ett
statistiskt program.

For att underldtta 6nskade forandringar &r det nddvéndigt att gemenskapen under noggrant bestdmda
villkor ger ett finansielit bidrag till medlemsstaterna.

EGT nr ...

EGT nr ...

Réadets beslut 93/464/EEG (EGT nr L 219, 28.8.1993).

Rédets resolution av den 19 juni 1989 (EGT nr C 161, 26.6.1989).
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For att uppnd Onskade besparingar kan det bli nédvéndigt med andringar i samband med vissa
undersdkningars tekniska genomfGrande. Dessa &ndringar bor vara foremal f6r {ampliga
sdkerhetskontroller.

Insamlingen och den priméra bearbetningen i mediemsstaterna av den jordbruksstatistik, som behévs fér
gemenskapsdndamal, och samordningen av detta arbete liksom datans sekundira bearbetning, lagring

och spridning, som tillhér kommissionens uppgifter och i tilldmpliga fall regleras av radets rittsakter,
dverensstdmmer heit med subsidiaritetsprincipen.

HARIGENOM FORESKRIVS FOLJANDE:

ARTIKEL 1

Syfte

For att jordbruksstatistiken béttre skall tillfredsstéila det aktuella informationsbehovet till félid av refor-
meringen av den gemensamma jordbrukspolitiken, skall mediemsstaterna pa de omraden som beskrivs i
bilagorna 1 och 2 till detta beslut anpassa sin nationella jordbruksstatistik till de mal, variabler och
kriterier som framgar av bilaga 3.

ARTIKEL 2

Kommissionens uppgift

Kommissionen skall bidra till denna process genom att a) tillsammans med medlemsstaterna utarbeta i)
en gemensam arbetsplan och ii) allménna ramar fér metodologiska undersékningar, b) kontrollera datans
kvalitet och jamf6rbarhet samt c) identifiera och genomféra atgirder pd gemenskapsniva som &r av vikt
for syftet med detta beslut.

ARTIKEL 3

Tidsplan och férfarande

| en forsta fas skall forbattringar inom gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik genomféras under perioden
1995-1997. De skall samordnas av kommissionen med hjélp av tekniska handlingsplaner enligt artikel 4
i detta beslut.

ARTIKEL 4

Tekniska handlingsplaner for jordbruksstatistiken

1. Kommissionen skall varje &r besluta om en teknisk handlingsplan for jordbruksstatistiken i enlighet
med forfarandet i artikel 10. Dessa planer skall omfatta de atgarder som medlemsstaterna skall
genomfora enligt artikel 1 i detta beslut. De skall anvénda tiligéngliga resurser p4 ett sédant satt att
den gemensamma jordbruksstatistikens kostnadseffektivitet i méjligaste man forbattras och dirmed
uppfyller gemenskapslagstiftningens krav, informella avtal och nya informationsbehov.

2. Varje teknisk handlingsplan for ett visst ar skall innehalla detaljerade uppgifter om det kommande
&rets aktivitet och en preliminér tidsplan for de tva foljande dren. Handlingsplanen skall ta hénsyn
till féljande:

i) Befintliga skyldigheter for aren i frdga, t.ex. forteckning over och regelbundenheten av de

gemenskapsundersdkningar, som medlemsstaterna skall genomféra, och andra data som skall
lamnas till kommissionen.
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ii)  SKriftliga uppgifter som medlemsstaterna skall limna enligt artikel 5 b och ¢ i detta beslut.

iii) Resurserna som &r nédvandiga for varje tgard med hénsyn till tillgangliga resurser.

ARTIKEL §

Mediemsstaternas rapporter

Medlemsstaterna skall varje ar (&r n) fére den 31 mars 1&mna
a) en kort rapport om genomfdrandet av de atgdrder som bestdmdes for det foregdende aret (&r n-1),
b) en beskrivning av atgdrderna som foreslagits for det kommande aret (&r n+1),

¢) meddelande om alla viktiga, stérre aktiviteter som planeras eller férutses under de tva féljande dren
(&ren n+2 och n+3) och som &r av betydelse for syftet med detta beslut,

Beskrivningen skall omfatta de andringar som féreslds som omedelbara atgarder och alla nédvandiga
forberedande arbeten, forutsedda svérigheter och forslag till l6sningar pd dessa svérigheter,
konsekvenserna for nationella och gemensamma resurser samt fOrslag till forbattringar pa
gemenskapsniva. De atgarder som leder till att en medlemsstat kommer att anséka om gemenskapens
ekonomiska st6d skall identifieras. '

ARTIKEL 6

Finansiella bestdmmelser

1.  Gemenskapen skall bidra till kostnaderna fér anpassning av nationella system for jordbruksstatistik
eller forberedande arbete som géller nya eller ater aktuella behov.

2. Kommissionen skall varje &r tillsammans med den tekniska handlingsplanen och i enlighet med
forfarandet i artikel 10 bestimma det belopp som mediemsstaterna skall erhalla som bidrag.

3. Bidraget skall varje &r 6verlidmnas till medlemsstaterna efter det att kommissionen har framlagt och
bifallit den &rliga rapporten dver verkstillandet av féregdende ars 6verenskomna handlingar.
Kommissionen skall ha ritt att utféra punktvisa kontroller p4 plats om man s anser nédvéndigt.

ARTIKEL 7

Flexibilitet

D4 det med hidnsyn till syftet med detta beslut &r nddvéndigt, kan kommissionen godk&nna en

mediemsstats begaran om att i enlighet med forfarandet i artikel 10 anpassa en eller flera av de féljande

undersokningsegenskaperna enligt bilaga 4, namligen understkta regioner, underindelning efter
omréden, definitioner, undersokningsmetodik, undersdkningstidpunkt samt férteckning dver variabler och
storleksklasse:.

ARTIKEL 8

Anpassning till nya omstandigheter

Kommissionen kan ldgga till nya punkter i bilaga 1 (omradden dir méjliga besparingar har identifierats)
eller bilaga 2 (omraden dar det finns nya eller ter aktuella behov) i enlighet med férfarandet i artikel 10.



ARTIKEL 9

Standiga kommittén for jordbruksstatistik

Sténdiga kommittén for jordbruksstatistik5 skall sammantrdda minst en gdng om &ret for att diskutera
féljande:

i)  Medlemsstaternas rapporter om programmets genomférande.

i) De atgédrder som medlemsstaterna féresiar fér det kommande aret och utsikterna for de tva féljande
ren.

iii) Den tekniska handlingsplanen for det kommande é&ret.

iv) Gemenskapens ekonomiska bidrag som avses i artikel 6 i detta beslut.

ARTIKEL 10

Nodviandiga dtgarder for tildmpningen

Kommissionen skall besluta om de atgarder som &r nodvéndiga fér detta besluts tillimpning.
Kommissionen skall bitrddas av Stdndiga kommittén fér jordbruksstatistik, nedan kallad "kommittén".

Kommissionens foretrddare skall féreldgga kommittén ett forslag till dtgérder. Kommittén skall yttra sig
over fdrslaget inom den tid som ordféranden bestimmer med hansyn till hur bradskande frdgan &r, om
nédvéndigt genom omrostning.

Yttrandet skall protokoliféras och dessutom har varje medlemsstat ritt att begéra att f4 sin uppfattning
tagen till protokoliet.

Kommissionen skall ta storsta hénsyn till det yttrande som kommittén avgett. Den skall underritta
kommittén om det satt pa vilket dess yttrande har beaktats.

ARTIKEL 11

Rapport

Fére den 1 december 1997 och efter samrdd med Sténdiga kommittén for jordbruksstatistik skall
kommissionen till Europaparlamentet och radet dverldmna en rapport om detta besluts genomfdrande,
vid behov atfsljd av forslag till dess fornyelse.

ARTIKEL 12
Detta beslut riktar sig till medlemsstaterna.
Utférdat i Brysselden .....................ccccco 1995
P4 radets vagnar
Ordf6rande

Inréttad genom radets beslut 72/279/EEG av den 31 juli 1972.
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FORBATTRING AV GEMENSKAPENS JORDBRUKSSTATISTIK

BILAGA 1. OMRADEN DAR MOJLIGA BESPARINGAR HAR IDENTIFIERATS'

10.

Unders6kningar av jordbruksstrukturer: l4gre frekvens, férre typologier och kortare
frigeformular.

Unders6kning om omradet viner: flera tabeller slopas, mojligt att integrera undersdkningen i
strukturundersdkningen.

Unders6kning om frukttrdd: mdjligt att slopa mellanunders6kningar.

Index for jordbrukets intdkter: slopa de forsta desegregerade uppskattningarna fér oktober,
mindre detaljerat.

Jordbrukarhushallens totalinkomst: stdrre flexibilitet ndr det géller frekvens och &ndamal.

Unders6kningar om animalieproduktion: tilldmpa agriflexmetoden, dvs. genom att anpassa
undersbkningsfrekvensen till boskapens betydeise for varje land.

Slakt: kéttproduktion for att koncentrera undersdkningarna till industrislakt.

Mejeristatistik:  slopa  veckostatistik, slopa kaseinstatistik, reducera &rsstatistik och
mejeristrukturstatistik.

Agg och klickerier: slopa statistik for varphénor och 3gg i ruvmaskin.

Djurutfodring: agre undersékningsfrekvens (vart femte &r) for att pd ett effektivt sétt uppratta en
foderbalansrikning (tillgdng och efterfragan).

Identifierade vid jordbruksstatistikens granskning genomfrd under Europeiska gemenskapernas statistiska program 1989-

1992,
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FORBATTRING AV GEMENSKAPENS JORDBRUKSSTATISTIK

BILAGA 2. OMRADEN DAR DET FINNS NYA ELLER ATER AKTUELLA BEHOV?

Omréden

1. Snabbskattningar av utsddes- och planteringsavsikter i bérjan av vintern fér huvudgrédor.

2. Skattningar av lagerstorieken for huvudprodukter (bl.a. spannmaél, oljevaxtfron, kétt).

3. Statistiskt tiliforlitliga data om fjaderfa- och dggproduktionen.

4 Statistiskt tillforlitliga data om frukt- och gronsaksproduktionen.

5. Skattningar av huvudproduktférbrukningen: férbrukning av spannmél och oljevéxtfron for
djurutfodring, vinkonsumtion.

6. Inférande av frdgor som géller annat férvarvsarbete och uppdelningen efter malregioner i
strukturundersdkningen.

7. Publicering av harmoniserad gemenskapsstatiétik for skogsbruk.

8. Jordbruksprisstatistik: Nytt urval av absoluta jordbruksprisserier som tar hinsyn till den tekniska
utvecklingen och ekonomiska férandringar.

Metoder

9. Forbattrade och nya metoder som hjélper medlemsstaterna att mera effektivt uppfylia befintliga
och nya informationskrav, t.ex. nedbantade unders6kningar, administrativa uppgifter,
expertgrupper, fjarranalys.

2

Identifierade vid jordbruksstatistikens granskning genomférd under Europeiska gemenskapernas statistiska program 1989-
1992. Anmarkning: Alla nya statistikskyldigheter kommer att vara foremal for sérskilda rattsakter fran radet.
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FORBATTRING AV GEMENSKAPENS JORDBRUKSSTATISTIK

BILAGA 3: MAL, VARIABLER OCH KRITERIER

Jamn forbéttring
1. Gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik (CAS) kommer att stadigt forbattra kostnadseffektiviteten och

fullsténdigheten for att moéta de krav pd statistisk jordbruksinformation som stélls av
gemenskapen och andra.

Positiv jdmférbarhetskontroll

2. Gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik kommer att omfatta fortlopande kvalitetskontroll som
sékerstéller att uppgifterna motsvarar de avsedda behoven. Framfér allit kan en medlemsstat
anmodas att informera kommissionen och andra medlemsstater om de tilldmpade statistiska
metoderna och deras ldmplighet.

Ansvar

3. Gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik kommer inte att 3lagga storre ansvar &n informationsbehovet
kréver. :

Integrering av jordbruksstatistik och annan statistik

4. Genom att forbattra gemenskapens jordbruksstatistik blir det enklare att a) anvanda statistik fran
andra omrédden, b) bidra med data till allménna statistiska system och c¢) anvidnda
jordbruksstatistikens verktyg for att samla statistisk information som behévs pa andra omréden.

Komplettering mellan gemenskapsnivan och den nationelia nivan

5. Nationella system for jordbruksstatistik far samla in och i&mna uppgifter till kommissionen, dven
om dessa uppgifter ej formellt foreskrivits pd gemenskapsnivadn. Sé#rskilda system som
utvecklats direkt pd gemenskapsnivd (t.ex. Eurofarm, SPEL) far anvéndas for att forse
medlemsstaterna med information som ej finns tillginglig pa den nationella nivén.

Begrédnsa omfattningen till det viktigaste

6. Méngden av information som varje mediemsstat §verldmnar kan variera pd grund av betydelsen
som den undersokta foreteelsen har pa regional eller nationell niva eller gemenskapsniva.

Det effektivaste nationella tillvigagangsséattet

7. Medlemsstaterna f&r samla in grundldggande data med hjdlp av den statistiska metod som ar
effektivast, nar det galler att f& tillrackligt jamforbara, aktuella och tilliférlitliga uppgifter (som
avses i punkt 2). Aven administrativa uppgifter far anvéindas inom jordbruksstatistiken.

Optimering

8. De detaljerade gemenskapskraven, som faststalls i gemenskapens réttsliga instrument och
informella avtal, utgor inte i sig en optimerad struktur. Varje medlemsstat optimerar pé sitt eget
satt for att ldta det nationella systemet for jordbruksstatistik méta gemenskapskraven.
Gemenskapskraven skall inte onddigt hindra nationell optimering.



FORBATTRING AV GEMENSKAPENS JORDBRUKSSTATISTIK

BILAGA 4: RADETS FORORDNINGAR OCH DIREKTIV OM JORDBRUKSSTATISTIK

DIREKTIV 72/280/EEG
EGT nrL 179/2
7.8.1992

DIREKTIV 76/625/EEG
EGT nrL 218/10
11.8.1976

DIREKTIV 93/23/EEG
EGT nrL 149/1
1.6.1993

DIREKTIV 93/24/EEG
EGT nr L 149/5
1.6.1993

DIREKTIV 93/25/EEG

EGT nrL 149/10

1.6.1993

FORORDNING (EEG) nr 3768/85
EGT nr L 362/8

31.12.1985

FORORDNING (EEG) nr 571/88
EGT nr L 56/1
2.3.1988

FORORDNING (EEG) nr 837/90
EGT nr L 88/1
3.4.1990

FORORDNING (EEG) nr 959/93
EGT nr L 98/1
24.4.1993

Rédets direktiv av den 31 juli 1972 om de
statistiska undersdkningar som mediemsstaterna
skall genomféra av mjdlk och mjdlkprodukter

Rédets direktiv av den 20 juli 1976 om de
statistiska undersékningar som medlemsstaterna
skall genomfdra for att bestdmma
produktionskapaciteten for odlingar med vissa slag
av frukttrad

Rédets direktiv av den 1 juni 1993 om statistiska
unders6kningar av grisproduktionen

Réadets direktiv av den 1 juni 1993 om
genomfdrande ay statistiska undersdkningar om
produktion av nétkreatur

Raédets direktiv av den 1 juni 1993 om statistiska
undersokningar av far- och getbeséttningar

Radets férordning (EEG) nr 3768/85 av den 20
december 1985 om &ndring med anledning av
Spaniens och Portugals anslutning av vissa
rattsakter rérande jordbruket vad avser
réstningsforfarandet i kommittéerna

Rédets forordning (EEG) nr 571/88 av den 29
februari 1988 om uppldggningen av
gemenskapsunders6kningar om foretagsstrukturen i
jordbruket &ren 1988-1997

Rédets férordning (EEG) nr 837/90 av den 26 mars
1990 om medlemsstaternas statistiska rapportering
om spannmalsproduktion

Radets férordning (EEG) nr 959/93 av den 5 april
1993 om medlemsstaternas statistiska rapportering
om andra grédor &n spannmal



FINANCIAL INFORMATION SHEET

for a programme for improving Community
agricultural statistics

1. TITLE OF PROJECT

Programme for the restructuring and adaptation of Community agricuitural statistics.

2. BUDGET LINE CONCERNED

B2-513: Restructuring of agricultural survey systems.

3. LEGAL BASE

Article 43 of the Treaty.

4. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT .

4.1  Specific objectives

The activities provided for in the Draft Decision are aimed at harmonising and improving the

flows of data required for the implementation of the Common Agricultural Policy. The legal text

proposed provides for:

- a planning mechanism permitting an adaptation of the national systems of agricultural
statistics with a view to meeting the rationalisation and efficiency requirements more
effectively, ’

- aclear definition of the principles and field of application;

- an integrated system for Community agricultural statistics which can be continually
adapted on the basis of developments in information requirements;

- a tool permitting improved integration of agricultural statistics into a general statistical
system, while retaining their specific features.
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4.2  Duration

This is an ad hoc activity aimed at supporting the work of the national statistical authorities,
scheduled for the period 1995-1997.

4.3 Target population

Beneficiaries:

- the Community Institutions, i.e. Commission, Council, European Parliament, Court of
Auditors etc.,

- Member States;

- the general public (businesses, universities, agricultural associations etc.).

5. CLASSIFICATION OF EXPENDITURE OR REVENUE
5.1 Non-compulsory expenditure

5.2  Differentiated appropriations

5.3  Types of revenue

The sale of the statistics produced only partly covers cost of collection.

6. NATURE OF EXPENDITURE OR REVENUE
6.1 100% subsidy

No.

6.2  Subsidy for co-financing with other public and/or private sector sources
Yes: co-financing by public sector (budgets of national statistical services).

The principle of subsidiarity is generally applied to statistical activities in the Community - in other
words the major portion of costs are borne by the Member States. The Community contribution
to the entire Community agricultural statistics i1s less than 5% of the total expenditure.
Nevertheless, the Community contribution may be greater, but not more than 50% of the total
costs of each operation, in the case of certain very specific ad hoc activities which are vital for the -
adequate integration of the national systems into the Community system. This is particularly the
case with the specific programme forming the subject of the draft Decision. This contribution will

iA)
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be restricted to investment essential for the implementation of the above-mentioned activities, and
will not include day-to-day operating costs. The details of the contribution will be decided each
year by the Commission as provided for in Article 6.2 of the draft Decision. The programme of
activities to be carried out by each Member State must be submitted in advance to the Standing
Committee on Agricultural Structures (CPSA) (cf. Article 9 of the draft Decision), before being
approved by the Commission.

6.3 Interest subsidy

No.

6.4 Other
None.

6.5 If the activity is an economic success, is partial or total reimbursement of the
Community financial contribution provided for?

No.

6.6  Does the proposed activity entail a change in the amount of revenue?

No.

7. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1  Method for calculating the total cost of the activity

A total of ECU 3 million (or an average of 200 000 per Member State for the entire period
scheduled) of commitment and payment appropriations distributed according to the annual

timetable shown in 7.3

The annual allocation of appropriations tor this activity will be decided as part of the annual
budget procedure on the basis of the results achieved in the light of a cost-benefit analysis.

This contribution will go to the national bodies responsible for collecting agricultural statistics on
the basis of the work carried out under programmes which have been drawn up and approved.
7.2 What proportion of the total cost is accounted for by the "mini-budget":

None.



7.3 Provisional schedule of commitments and payments

1995 1996 1997 1998
Commitment appropriations (ECU Mio) 0.4 04 22 --
Payment appropriations (ECU Mio) 0.2 0.4 1.5 09

8. ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS IN THE PROPOSAL

a) Payment for the contract and conventions concluded by the Commission will be based on
results obtained.

b) Statistics are regarded as an objective instrument for assessing Community action
programmes and thus contribute towards the consolidation of the anti-fraud mechanisms.

9. COST/BENEFIT
9.1 Objective(s)

This draft Decision is aimed at harmonising and improving flows of data which for the most part
already exist. The action planned would permit:

- savings to be made by rationalising and streamlining the programmes and adopting a more
flexible approach;

-—

- account to be taken of the new priorities and the information requirements emerging from
them.

9.2  Justification of the activity

The importance of the Common Agricultural Policy led Eurostat to develop numerous statistical
applications during the 1960s and 1970s. These applications meet the considerable statistical
requirements resulting from the CAP for purposes of day-to-day administration and for preparing
and keeping track of its development over time.

All of these applications have been updated in order to take account of changes in the sector.
However, the reform of the CAP and its repercussions in other fields (such as the future of the
rural world, the environment etc.) demand a radical revision of the information which the
statistical applications are supposed to provide.

Eurostat and DG VI have analyzed the existing applications in detail in the light of current

statistical requirements. The results of this work, together with informal discussions with the -
persons responsible for agricultural statistics at national level, have made it possible to identify:
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- areas in which rationalisation measures are possible;

- general criteria underlying the work to be done (flexibility, harmonisation, connection with
other statistical areas, new sources etc.)

This Decision defines the formal framework for the organisation, coordination and administration
of all these activities.

In the organisation of the European Statistical System (which is very much subject to the
principle of subsidiarity, cf also the additional notes under 9.2.2), the collection and initial
processing of statistical data (on agriculture) are carried out and financed by the national
statistical institutes. Nevertheless, a Community contribution is vital for the work on
improving the harmonisation and coordination of statistics at Community level, as provided
for in the action.

9.2.1 Cost

The financing of this project will be essentially provided by the Member States (Section 1,
paragraph 6.1) which have a well established statistical collection and processing structure. If the

Commission had to finance the programme in its entirety, the costs would be extremely high
and the results certainly less reliable.

9.2.2 Secondary effects
The results of this activity will contribute to the improvement of the statistics used for the work of
the Member States and the exploitation of agricultural statistics in the General System of
Community Statistics. . -
9.2.3 Knock-on effects

This would constitute a step towards a European statistical area and hence greater Community-
level integration of the national statistical systems.

It will affect the research and university environment, in that they will have unique scientific
material for study and analysis in the agricultural sector.

9.3  Monitoring and evaluation of the activity

9.3.1 The selected performance indicators

Three indicators have been selected for assessing progress:

budgetary: for comparing the annual plan with the implementation of the budget, which -
must be 100%;

1



programming: for comparing the statistical output with the programme fixed in advance
and the estimated budget for its implementation;

utilisation of resources: comparative analyses are planned in order to measure the
volume of appropriations required for similar operations and thus to assess evaluations.

A. Implementation of the programme

The activities for the implementation of this Decision will be prepared and conducted by the
national and Commission departments responsible for agricultural statistics as annual work
programmes under the 1993-1997 Community Statistical Programme.

Each year, the Commission will draw up a technical action plan after consulting the Standing
Committee on Agricultural Statistics (CPSA). This plan will also include a provisional schedule
for the next two years. '

B. Use of human and budgetary resources

- organisation of pilot surveys;

- adaptation of sampling plans, organisation of surveys, adaptation of registers;
- quality control and guaranteeing comparability of results;

- activities for extracting statistical information from the administrative system,
- traming.

9.3.2 Evaluation procedures and frequency

-

The above work will be monitored on the basis of written communications submitted once a year
(year n) by the Member States containing:

a) a summary report on the implementation of activities provided for during the previous
year (year n-1)

b)
() an action plan for the following year (year n+1)

(i)  an outline of important activities planned or envisaged for the next two years
(years n+2 and n+3).

The report and plans will particularly concern any changes made or difficulties encountered,
national and Community resources to be mobilised and proposals for improvement.

The monitoring procedure provides for the consultation of the Standing Committee on
Agricultural Statistics (CPSA).

The Commission will, by December 1997, present a report to the European Parliament and the -

Council on the results obtained, possibly accompanied by proposals for modifications to the
Decision and particularly the annexes.
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9.4 Consistency with the financial plan

9.4.1 Is the work covered by the financial plan of the DG for the years concerned?

Yes.

9.4.2 To what more general objective set out in the DGs financial plan does the objective of
the proposed activity correspond?

Improvement and harmonisation of agricultural statistics at national and Community level.

9.4.3 Main elements of uncertainty which may affect the specific results of the project

Resources available to Eurostat and in the Member States.

10. ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE (PART A OF THE BUDGET)

10.1 Does the proposed activity involve an increase in the number of Commission staff?

No.

10.2 What operating and staff costs will be generated by the proposed activity?
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