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- Adoption of the legislative act

= Statement

Statement by Slovakia

Slovakia is aware of the need to decarbonise road transport in the European Union and its Member
States. However, the final agreement reached between the Council and the Parliament on the

proposed Regulation is still overly ambitious in terms of targets and the deadlines for meeting them.
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We consider it important to draw attention to the following points, which, in our view, have been

omitted from the final agreement:

Firstly, the principle of technological neutrality has not been taken into account in the Regulation.
Relying exclusively on electric and hydrogen heavy-duty vehicles that are not available on a large
scale could be a double-edged sword due to legitimate concerns as to whether these are the most
appropriate technologies. This problem is accentuated by the lack of recharging points for the
heavy-duty vehicle segment, which appears to be a significant obstacle both now and in the near

future, and other practical implications are questionable.

Secondly, the assessment of the measures supported by Slovakia, particularly the potential and role
of renewable COz-neutral fuels, the introduction of a carbon correction factor and the assessment of
CO; emissions throughout the entire life cycle of new heavy-duty vehicles only in the review
clause, seems to us to be insufficient. From our perspective, addressing all the above elements at a
later stage creates a disadvantage for other alternative fuels with decarbonisation potential in the

road transport sector.

Despite discussions on what for Slovakia are essential elements, the final wording of the
Regulation has, from our perspective, not improved. We are therefore unable to support the

final text agreed in Regulation (EU) 2019/1242 as regards strengthening the CO2 emission
performance standards for new heavy-duty vehicles and integrating reporting obligations, amending

Regulation (EU) 2018/858 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2018/956.
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