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COMMISSION REGULATION (EEC) No 687/79
of 5 April 1979

laying down protective measures in respect of imports of dessert apples from
countries in the southern hemisphere originating in Chile

amounts available for export from countries in the
southern hemisphere are apparently greater than in
previous marketing years , thus threatening to make
the situation still worse by a massive influx of
products on to Community markets ;

Whereas, on account of the difficulties set out above ,
Argentina , Australia, New Zealand and South Africa
have rearranged their programme of exports towards
the Community for this season ; whereas discussions
with the Chilean authorities have not made it possible
to reach an acceptable arrangement with that country,
which is one of the most significnt suppliers ; whereas
the quantity of Chilean apples which the Community
can absorb without a worsening of its situation will
therefore probably be reached before the end of
April ;

Whereas imports from other supplier countries
amount to a negligible quantity and there is thus no
risk of their disturbing the market ;

Whereas it follows from this assessment of the market
situation that imports of apples from Chile pose a
threat of substantial disturbance of the Community
market which may prejudice the objectives of Article
39 of the Treaty ; whereas it is necessary, in these
circumstances, to suspend imports of apples from
Chile during the period from 25 April until the end
of the marketing year,

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES ,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community ,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No
1035/72 of 18 May 1972 on the common organization
of the market in fruit and vegetables ( l ), as last
amended by Regulation (EEC) No 325/79 (2 ), and in
particular Article 29 (2) thereof,

Whereas, according to the information at present avail­
able , production of apples in the Community in the
current marketing year has reached approximately
6 661 000 tonnes ; whereas this is about 1 500 000
tonnes more than in 1977/78 and approximately the
same as in 1976/77 ; whereas the stocks still available
are substantially higher than those at the same period
in the two previous years ; whereas they are very
similar to those available at the same period in
1975/76 , when 830 000 tonnes had to be withdrawn
from the market ; whereas it will probably not be
possible to dispose of these stocks in the normal way
before the end of the marketing year and large quanti­
ties may have to be withdrawn from the market , since
for technical reasons storage cannot be prolonged
beyond a certain point ;

Whereas in several Member States producer prices are
at a particularly low level in relation to the basic
price ; whereas in all the Member States these prices
are much lower than those recorded during the same
period in the previous marketing year and are also ,
except in Italy, lower than those recorded during the
same period in 1976/77 ;

Whereas substantial imports of apples have generally
been recorded from March to August each year ;
whereas these consist mainly of freshly-harvested fruit
from countries in the southern hemisphere ; whereas
the two categories of product are nevertheless largely
interchangeable ; whereas imports from these non­
member countries could accordingly cause a further
drop in prices and , in all probability , lead to an
increase in the quantities to be withdrawn from the
market ; whereas, in the present marketing year, the

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION :

Article 1

The placing in free circulation in the Community of
apples falling under subheading 08.06 A II of the
Common Customs Tariff originating in Chile shall be
suspended during the period 25 April to 1 5 August
1979 .

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its
publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States .

Done at Brussels , 5 April 1979 .
For the Commission

Finn GUNDELACH

Vice-President


